Prelude — introduction
about night trains

Six questions and answers



Comfort in European sleeper trains

* |In Europe there are categories for the comfort
of bed in sleeper trains. A sleeper car has the
best comfort. Since the second World War,

there is also a low cost type car with more
beds and a little less comfort. There is often a

French term for this type, what is the French
term?



Voiture couchettes:

' !
Voiture-couchettes

With 4, 5 or 6 beds in each compartment



Sleeper cars

* Sleeper cars have real beds, wider beds and
proper bedding, as the conductor make when
it is time to sleep. Is it also true that there are

sleeping compartments with private
bathroom?



Sure, this is from CityNightLine 1. class
compartment




Direction of the bed

* One can not know which direction the train is
running in. During the night, the train might
change direction. However in European
sleeper trains what direction is the bed:

— with the body longitudinally of the direction of
travel

or
— transversely to the direction?



Transversely to the direction

Here from a
couchette
compartment
with CNL




It could be longitudinally...

Like in many American
trains, here Amtrak in

USA. Window along
my right arm.

Could come to Europe
with new equipment.




Female travelers

* |f you are female single traveler and want to
travel with sleeping or couchette cars with
CityNightLine can you ensure that you come in
a compartment alone with female travelers?



In India and other places there exist
Ladies Only compartments in day time
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Inside from such a train




Ladies only - Europe

* Yes, you can reserve ladies only
compartments both in sleeper and couchette
cars — if space is available.



Consist all European sleeper trains
only of old cars?




Old rolling stock ...

* No, Russian railways are investing in new
rolling stock, like this Paris — Moscow train:

Picture from
Berlin



Some like

it hot

In this well known comedy
Marilyn Monroe travels in a
sleeper from Chicago to Florida
(1929). With her orchestra, she
practice on board, but Marilyn's
character Sugar Kane
unfortunately lose a hip flask on
the floor.

When going to sleep, we see
some fairly spacious beds with
drapes of fabric.

It is supposedly in the same
wagon?



Yes, beds are made longitudinally of the
direction of travel — alongside the windows.

Made one
side after
each other
by the
conductor.

Large
baggage is
stored in a
special

luggage
car.




