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Back on Track 
 

European network to support improved European cross-border passenger train traffic 
 
We see trains as: 
• One of the most environment-friendly European long distance ways of travelling. 
• An important part of the transport system to come, and not only a part of our history. 
• A convenient way of travel to both leisure and business, all the year around. 
• International trains as well as night trains and auto-trains as an integrated part of European railway 

traffic. Neglected night trains are a strong indicator of a dis-integrated and deteriorated rail system. 
 
We think that… 
• Subsidies must be allowed, as long as trains suffer from unfair competition for instance compared 

to airplanes. 
• Modern and reliable rail transport should be kept a public responsibility and kept as an integrated 

entity to the benefit of the passengers and not to shareholders. With good workplaces and with a 
dedicated staff. 

• Railways shall keep a good level of service – easy to buy international tickets, one system for all 
tickets, not too expensive, with improved trains (night trains are suffering from old stock). 

• Good long-distance connections are needed – interconnected night trains and international day 
trains, with coordinated timetables. 

• Night trains should connect a wide range of major cities and countries in Europe. 
• Regional cross-border train connections should be developed. 
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Petition: No more cuts – Develop Europe’s long-distance rail! 
Trains can create the best and most environmentally friendly connections across Europe. But a wave 
of closures of long-distance rail services has swept through our continent. We are facing an important 
Climate Summit later this year and this is the time to get back-on-track! 
This is our message to the railway companies and the politicians:   
We demand: 
• No more cuts – maintain all long-distance European rail services. 
• Develop direct trains between major cities in all European countries, both by day and (!) by night. 
• Establish a European rail timetable information and ticket booking system. 

 
PROPOSALS TO ALL EUROPEAN RAIL COMPANIES 

 
1) No more cuts – maintain all cross-border long-distance services at least at current levels (regional 

and long distance services). 
2) Direct trains shall be established between major cities in all European countries, both by day and 

by night. 
3) National rail companies shall cooperate with each other, rather than competing with each other. 
4) Establishment of a true European rail timetable information and ticket booking system, open for 

anyone to use for free, and containing data of all trains at least 3 months ahead of departure. 
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PROPOSALS TO THE EU-COMMISSION AND THE EU PARLIAMENT 
 

1) Establishment of a true European rail timetable information and ticket booking system, open for 
anyone to use for free, and containing data of all trains at least 3 months ahead of departure. 

2) Guaranteed compensation for delays and obligation to re-establish the travel chain, even if tickets 
are booked from different operators. 

3) Complete transparency of track access charges for all trains, of all types and speeds, on all 
tracks in the EU and accession countries. 

4) Grant powers to the European Railway Agency to coordinate cross-border timetables, to ensure 
changing at the border station is possible if no through service is possible. 

5) Remove rules preventing rolling stock subsidized by EU funds from being used on cross border 
routes. 

6) International train tickets should not be more expensive than the sum of the prices for the similar 
local tickets. 

7) Introduce an EU-wide core network for both daytime and nighttime cross-border services, and 
where these services cannot be run on a profit making basis introduce cross-border public service 
obligations to support the service, between all EU capital cities. 

All proposals should be achieved in the EU and accession countries by end of 2018.  
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HIGH-SPEED DAY TRAINS CANNOT MEET THE WHOLE DEMAND 
They may be fast, but … 
1) They either have few stops or lose travelling speed 
2) Very few of them cross more than one border (London-Brussels, Paris-Cologne, Munich-Budapest) 
3) They normally have few space for luggage, most of them don’t allow bicycles 
4) After 5 or 6 hours in a narrow seat, you leave your »comfort zone« 
5) What if you have an early or a late appointment? 
 

LONG DISTANCE DAY TRAINS HELP MEET THE DEMAND 
1) Passengers don’t want to break speed records, but want to travel conveniently 
2) Loco-hauled trains change the engine, so that the passengers do not have to change the train 
3) They offer more space, they take bicycles 
They do not solve issues 4) and 5) 
 

NIGHT TRAINS ARE NEEDED FOR MEETING THE WHOLE DEMAND 
»Travel by night and save the day« – night trains offer the solution for 4) and 5) 
4) 1,500 km railway trip? Hop on, have dinner, sleep, have breakfast, hop off! 
5) Evening: meeting in Strasbourg, next morning: meeting in Berlin? Take the night train! 
Short range (Hamburg-Frankfurt), mid-range (Berlin-Paris) and long range (Stockholm-Narvik) 
… and what about London-Madrid, Stockholm-Paris or Berlin-Rome?  
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DB knows about the advantages of night trains … 
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… then why do they cut the night train network ? 

  

2014 
 

2015 
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Booking international journeys is a major challenge 
 

 
 

»Unknown foreign tariff – no price information available« 
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You need four tickets: 
one for DB, one for 
Thalys, one for SNCF, 
one for RENFE. 
 
Some years ago, it 
would have been one 
ticket. 
 
Some years ago, there 
were night trains from 
Bremen (Hamburg) to 
Paris and from Paris to 
Madrid. This gave you 
three options: 
night/day; day/night; 
and night/night with a 
day in Paris. 
 
But with the 2015 
timetable, it’s no 
wonder people choose 
the low-cost airline 
(35 €, by the way). 
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»Unknown foreign tariff« – SNCF sells 2nd class as 1st class 

 
… and DB says: »that’s not our business, blame it to SNCF« 
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In 2020, there will be a mass event across 12 countries 

 
Will railway transfer between matches be possible? 
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Climate Summit: DB runs a show train to Paris (VIPs only) 

 
We want trains to Paris for everybody. Every night and day. 
(… and to Bilbao, Copenhagen, Rome, Warsaw, Athens …) 


